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heart of Africa, for sale in Tripoli. The gang had
spent many weeks traversing the sandy wastes of
the Sahara, hundreds of miles to Tripoli. It was
through the watchfulness of the Italian police that
the true nature of the caravan was discovered. This
child of twelve years, the last slave remaining for
sale when the discovery was made, described to the
Italian authorities the peaceful and happy home of
her tent-dwelling family, far away on the shores of
Lake Chad, and how that suddenly the slave-raiders
fell upon the villagers, slew the parents of the children
in the village, and then carried off all the movable
property, and rounded up the children for sale.
The slave-raiders then set out for Tripoli, a distance
exceeding 1200 miles, selling their slaves on the
way, and despatching four of the traders to Tripoli
itself with the unsold slaves. Again, if this is to be
excused on the ground of "social custom," then
every crime could be regarded as virtue!
The nauseating defence that the " slaves don't at
all mind " would be its own appalling condemnation
if it were true. If the loss of liberty has the disas-
trous effect of destroying the noble desire for freedom,
that would, taken by itself, stamp slavery as a crime
of the nethermost hell. But however destructive
the crime of slavery, evidence abounds that it
cannot completely destroy the desire for freedom.
In Sierra Leone the suicide of a slave, when ordered
to return to his owner, showed the authorities that
even a simple native of Sierra Leone Protectorate